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AFTER-EASTER SURPRISES 
(Healing of Crippled Man at the Beautiful Gate) 

 

Acts 3: 11-21 

 
 

An extended family of relatives with parents and grandparents, children and 

grandchildren, were gathering out in the host family’s back yard for an Easter egg hunt.  At one 

point, one of the grandchildren, a 4-year-old boy, quietly and unobtrusively wandered out into 

the mix of the kids wearing a t-shirt with this message printed on the back:  “I don’t know it yet 

but I’m going to be a big brother.”  One by one, as each older member of the family happened 

to notice the message on the little boys t-shirt, their facial expression brightened as they 

realized the Easter surprise.  A wonderful family time of Easter celebration became a time of 

additional surprise as one of the younger couples affirmed the exciting news that they were 

now expecting their second child.   

Life is full of such joyous moments of surprise—isn’t it?  But we also realize, of course, 

that life sometimes also brings us times of sorrow and struggle that come without warning and 

catch us unaware.  Easter joy and Gospel assurance are for those times too. 

The evangelist Luke, who we think was a beloved physician to the apostle Paul, wrote 

the New Testament book entitled “the Acts of the Apostles.”  In this book we are given an 

account of the young Christian church as it lives and grows after the resurrection and ascension 

of Christ.  Especially during the weeks following Easter, it’s always good to read through the 

pages of this book of Acts.  It’s filled with excitement, men and women of God filled with the 

Holy Spirit, boldly sharing the Good News of Christ who died on the cross and rose again from 

the dead.  It’s also a book filled with “after-Easter surprises.”  Chapter 3 tells us about a man 

crippled from birth who received the surprise of his life.  We don’t know the man’s name—Luke 

doesn’t tell us.  For many people who lived in Jerusalem in those days, he was probably just one 

of the longtime beggars who sat daily by the Temple gate – called “the Beautiful Gate”—asking 
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for assistance.  Unable to walk for any of his life up to that time, his family or friends would 

carry him to the gate to beg—counting on the kindness and generosity of others for help—just 

enough to get by.  One day, as two of the risen Lord’s closest disciples, Peter and John, passed 

by, the crippled beggar cried out for assistance, as he was accustomed to do. 

Peter looked right at the beggar and said, ”Look at us” – getting the beggar’s attention.  

Usually people tried to avoid looking beggars right in the eye, and even beggars themselves 

don’t always look at those from whom they beg.  Perhaps they are ashamed to.  But this time 

things were different.  The two disciples explained that they did not have money to give, but 

that they would give him what they had.  Then Peter said these words to the man: “In the name 

of Jesus Christ of Nazareth—Walk!” 

Walk?  Did he say “Walk”?  You can imagine what questions went through this poor 

crippled man’s mind—Walk!  Why, I can’t walk.  I’ve never been able to walk in my life.  I would 

love to walk, but I’ve been crippled since birth.  What is this, some kind of a cruel joke?  Walk?  

But, yes, the beggar did hear Peter correctly.  Peter then took him by the right hand and helped 

him to his feet.  Instantly, the man’s ankles became strong, and he walked!  Here this had all 

started with a request for maybe a few coins, but he ended up receiving so very much more.  

What a surprise!  This beggar who had never been on his feet in his life could now immediately 

stand and walk!  He joyously walked with Peter and John into the temple courts.  In fact, it says 

he went leaping and praising God.  The people around them who witnessed this event were 

also amazed. 

It’s interesting that nowhere in this account is there any trace of accusation or even 

suspicion that this was a hoax, or that the cripple had been faking it all along.  Evidently enough 

people had daily seen him and had been familiar with his pitiful plight over the years.  And they 

could surely see the wonder, amazement, and joy in the man’s own eyes as he walks and leaps 

and dances and phrases God and clings to Peter and John in gratitude and joy. 

Utterly astounded and gripped by this amazing event, a crowd begins to gather.  Maybe 

some of the crowd thought that they, too, might somehow obtain some healing or blessing for 
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themselves.  Peter, moved by the Holy Spirit, realizes the opportunity for witnessing that is 

developing here and addresses the crowd: 

“Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own 

power or piety we have made him walk?  The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus…” 

 

Now this is really a double surprise.  Certainly, the crippled man walking is surprising, 

but to see who is speaking is also surprising.  This is the same Peter who just a few weeks prior 

to this had fearfully denied Jesus.  Jesus Christ, his friend and teacher, had been arrested on 

trumped up charges by religious leaders who were jealous for the attention that Jesus was 

getting from his followers.  Peter had told Jesus that he would stand by Him as a supporter and 

friend to the very end, no matter what—yet when our Lord was condemned by Caiaphas, Peter 

denied even knowing Jesus.  Peter had been nowhere in sight while his dearest friend and Lord 

suffered and died the horrors of crucifixion.  After the crucifixion, Peter had hid with the other 

disciples behind locked doors, fearing for his own life.  But this same formerly frightened Peter 

now filled with the Holy Spirit speaks a bold and direct message to the crowd: 

“We didn’t heal this crippled man.  Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence 

of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him.  But you denied the holy and righteous One, 

asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised 

from the dead.  To this we are witnesses. And His name—by faith in His name—has made this 

man strong.” 
 

Peter goes on to explain that all they have seen has been the work of Jesus, God’s 

Messiah, the Christ, the Savior of the world.  But there is an additional surprise here.  The 

beggar was completely healed.  Yes, he could walk, jump, and dance, but through faith that 

comes through hearing the Gospel of Christ, this man received so much more.  The physical 

healing was of course, obvious, but God also brought a healing of the heart to this poor cripple 

who could only sit outside the temple gate.  I don’t even know if a person with his infirmity was 

permitted in the inner courts of the Temple, but remember that during Christ’s atoning death 

on the cross, the curtain in the temple had been torn from top to bottom.  Now, in Christ, this 

former cripple had been brought into God’s Holy of Holies, and the promised Holy Spirit had 
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actually entered him and made his restored body His temple.  By grace through faith in Christ, 

this formerly crippled and outcast man now has a relationship with the living God —the God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Where did Peter’s bold and courageous confrontation come from?  Yes, Peter too, had 

been the recipient of such healing from this same Jesus.  Peter’s struggle had not been a 

crippling disease, but it was a heart crippled by sin.  The effect of that sin was displayed in the 

denial of his Lord, Savior, and truest Friend.  Remember how when Peter heard the rooster 

crow, he went out and wept bitterly.  But after Christ’s resurrection, Peter was also given 

healing and peace in the forgiveness extended to him by the Risen Lord. 

God also has a surprise for the crowd that day who were watching and listening in the 

temple courts.  God earnestly desired that they too would share in what He has to offer.  So 

Peter pleads with the crowds: 

“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.” (He’s talking 

about their rejection of Christ and having Him crucified.  This was all in fulfillment of what God 

had foretold by the prophets.)  “Therefore, repent and turn again, Peter urges the crowds, “that 

your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord 

… 

 

You might expect that, to those who had crucified the very Son of God, God’s attitude 

might have been “Enough is enough.  You’ve had your opportunity—My redemptive plan was 

clearly proclaimed by the prophets, but you missed it.  Too bad!” 

But surprise again!  Our God is the God who desires that all people would be saved and 

come to the knowledge of the truth.  While He will not force anybody into His kingdom, He will 

do everything in His power to get the Gospel out to all nations and save His elect.  Christ went 

to the cross to suffer and die to redeem the whole world.  In fact, Jesus expressed this very 

universal heart and desire of God even while hanging on the cross: “Father, forgive them, for 

they know not what they do.” 

Here’s a startling statement—one that you might not like to hear, but it’s true 

nevertheless:  My sin drove the nails into Jesus’ hands and feet—my sins did, and so did yours.  
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I know that may sound extreme, but it’s the truth.  The reflection of my life and yours in the 

mirror of God’s perfect moral law is an ugly reflection.  God gives us His Ten Commandments, 

and yet I keep none of them in the manner God requires—and neither do you.  We bend and 

twist His law, trying to make it manageable, trying to justify our actions, trying to come up with 

what we THINK is a passing grade with God.  God’s Law says:  “You shall not steal.”  We 

rationalize: “Well, I’ll just make a little adjustment to my tax form.  After all, the government 

wastes so much of our tax money anyway.  At times, they even spend it on things that I don’t 

morally support.  I should use it for my family.  God understands.” 

God’s Law says:  “You shall not commit adultery.” But we think to ourselves, “If I am 

surfing the Internet and watch a little porn, who gets hurt?  It’s not like I’m an unfaithful to my 

spouse.  God understands.” 

God’s Law says:  “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.”  But we reply, “Sunday 

morning is the only day I have to catch up on sleep.  We do family things on the weekend.  

Surely God understands, doesn’t He?  Well, doesn’t He?  Oh, yes, God understands.  He 

understands that we don’t measure up.  Nobody’s perfect.  That is true, but our imperfection is 

NOT an excuse for our sin before a holy and perfect God. 

We do not measure up.  We never will measure up.  But God in Christ has measured up 

for us.  God does not dumb down his Law so that we can rise to the minimum standard.  God 

does not ignore our sin and say, “Well, they just do the best they can.  No, instead, God 

provided a solution to our sin.  His solution is Jesus Christ, who has kept His Law perfectly in our 

place.  Rather than playing foolish games and trying to justify ourselves before God, He says 

turn from your sin:  “Come to Me that your sins may be wiped out.”  Forgiven and forgotten, 

remembered by God no more. 

If you are feeling today, “Well, I’m not so bad; I know people with a far less righteous 

life than mine; surely my righteous lifestyle is worth something to God —that is self-deception 

of the worst sort.  No one measures up—NO ONE!  Turn from your self-deception and find real 

refreshment in Jesus Christ.  Later in his life, the evangelist John, who accompanied Peter that 

day in Jerusalem, would write:  “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive 
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our sins, and purify us from ALL unrighteousness.”  God’s love and forgiveness does NOT mean 

that all the struggles of life will lend, but rather it means that, in the midst of all that life can 

throw at us, God is always with us and for us.  He’s washed us and made us His own dear 

children and heirs of heaven through baptism.  His love for us is eternal and brings us comfort 

and joy, even on the toughest days. 

Following the healing of a beggar by the temple gate, the crowd was attracted by the 

obvious ability of the beggar to walk and leap.  But Peter’s message was clear.  The greatest 

problem in life is NOT walking, but rather the condition of our heart and our broken 

relationship with our heavenly Father.  The healing of that relationship happens on God’s 

terms, not ours, and we receive it only by His grace, through faith.  Life will continue to have its 

joys and sorrows—this side of eternity, problems will not disappear.  But in the midst of both 

comes our Savior Jesus Christ, who daily and richly forgives all your sins.  He loves you and 

desires you to be His own—eternally.  And he gives you his own body and blood today to 

doubly assure you that you are one of His own, with forgiveness, life, and salvation.  

                                              Amen. 

 

 

 


