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WHAT’S SO GREAT ABOUT GOD? 
(Matthew 28: 16-20) 

 

A great churchman, J.B. Phillips, was in England during World War II, and he was speaking 

to a group of Christian young people when he asked them to answer a question quickly, just off 

the top of their heads, without giving it too much thought.  They said they would.  Now 

remember, this was during the time when Germany was bombing England.  He said the question 

is this: “Do you think that God understands radar?”  They all quickly said “No,” but then they 

began to laugh as they realized really how ridiculous their answer was.  Phillips later observed, 

“The snap answer showed me what I suspect about a lot of people—that at the back of their 

minds there’s this idea of God being an old gentleman who lived in the past and doesn’t keep up 

with technological advances and was rather bewildered by modern progress.” 

Now, if that kind of misunderstanding of God existed already 70 years ago, it is no doubt 

even more prevalent today.  In fact, for many people, the tremendous advantages in human 

technology such as computers, communication, and medicine in recent years has sadly made 

even the idea of God outdated and unnecessary, if not even laughable in some nonreligious 

circles.  The modern “miracles” worked in the areas of medicine and computer sciences alone 

simply boggle our minds.  From the wonders of space exploration to the fantastic world of micro-

sciences and nuclear physics, it appears to some that mankind has moved far beyond any need 

for a God such as described in the Bible.  People like secular humans and other atheists and 

agnostics don’t hesitate to ask or at least think, “Just what’s so great about God anyway?” 

This day, the first Sunday after Pentecost, is celebrated throughout most of the church 

and observes a liturgical calendar as Trinity Sunday.  It is a day of remembering who God is and 

what he has done to deserve the worship and allegiance of all people.  On this day it is a specially 

fitting that we read the Athanasian Creed, the account of creation, and address ourselves to all 

that we know about the greatness of our God.  Is He really outmoded by modern technological 

advancement, as some seem to think?  Is He at all weakened before the powers that modern 

mankind now control?  Does God still have anything to offer modern people like us when ancient 
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kings and queens could not even have dreamed about all our modern conveniences and 

technological abilities?  Well, let’s permit God’s own word to speak to us now about such things. 

What so great about God?  Well, for one thing, His very personage is such that He is far 

beyond our ability to comprehend.  In the Gospel reading, our text for today, we heard our Lord 

Jesus give the name of God as being Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  That is pretty amazing in view 

of the fact that the Bible insists over and over that “The Lord our God …is ONE” (Deut. 6:4).  There 

are NOT thousands upon thousands of gods as some pagan peoples believe; neither is there one 

supreme god with all sorts of inferior gods and goddesses under him as some people claim.  As 

God reveals himself to us in His inspired word, He is one God in three persons.  Now, of course, 

that statement is difficult, if not impossible, for us to fully comprehend, but what else would we 

expect from such a great, mighty, incomprehensible, and infinite God!  Would you really want a 

God who is so simple that you could fully comprehend him in one or two easy lessons?  Christian 

leaders and teachers have tried to find ways of illustrating what our three-in-one God is like.  St.  

Patrick of Ireland used a shamrock with three leaves to illustrate the three-person yet one God 

of the Trinity.  Others have used comparisons like steam, water, and ice—each so different and 

yet all three are one thing: H2O.  Someone has suggested that God is like a clock with three faces 

and yet only one set of works to keep time.  Now, of course, all of these illustrations fall short of 

perfectly and fully expressing what we know God to be.  All we can do is simply bow in humble 

adoration before him whom we have come to identify as the Triune God.  

At the same time, we dare not just shrug off the mystery of the Trinity, as if it really does 

not make any difference what God is like, just as long as we believe in a supreme being or at least 

some sort of a God -in-general—“the man upstairs,” as some people do.  Centuries ago, the 

Christian church expressed its conviction that only God, as He has revealed himself in the 

Scriptures, can be our God and receive our worship.  Otherwise we, in reality, have no God.  This 

is stated in the Athanasian Creed that we confessed this morning.  This is essentially what the 

true Church of all times and all places has confessed: 

 

“… that we worship one God in three persons and three persons in one God …one 
person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Spirit…all one; 
the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.” 

 

With the psalmist we stand in awe of Him and proclaim, “Great is the Lord and most worthy of 

praise; His greatness no one can fathom” (Ps. 145:3).  With the seraphim angels of heaven, we 

join them in singing, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of His glory” (Is. 
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6:3).  And with the apostle Paul we exclaim: “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 

only God, be honor and glory forever and ever” (1 Tim. 1:17). 

What so great about God?  Well, He is not only far above us and our understanding in 

what He is, but what He has DONE and still does is beyond our comprehension also.  There is 

really only one true Creator.  The amazing accomplishments of man always involve discovering 

what is here in our world and then putting it to use in His service.  For instance, science discovered 

the presence of nuclear energy and then worked until they were able to release it to generate 

power.  They discovered the power of concentrated light and later were able to build the laser.  

They have discovered the helping, healing effects of medications and chemicals, and prescribe 

them to aid us in recovering from illnesses.  We are told that there is practically no end to what 

man will finally be able to do, but—whether he realizes it or not—man will never be more than 

a discoverer and user— God alone is the Creator.  God’s the one who placed power in the atom 

and healing power in medication.  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  

Despite all that is said and written about where the world came from, the best explanation still 

is the simple fact that God made all that exists out of nothing.  By faith we understand that the 

universe was formed at God’s command, out of nothing.  If people are to be praised for their 

accomplishments, how much more must we join the psalmist in exclaiming, “How many are your 

works, O Lord!  In wisdom you made them all” (Psalm 104:24). 

So, while people sail along through life—the life God gave them—and take undue pride 

in what, they think, they themselves have gained or accomplished, the fact is that we exist and 

have such abundant blessings only because our good and gracious God created, directs, and 

preserves us.  We have life and being only because God maintains it.  We have what is necessary 

for life, and our efforts are rewarded with success, ONLY because God makes it possible.  We can 

do all the planning in the world—and planning is important—but it is finally our gracious God 

who decides what shall be and when.  And so we must indeed agree with the apostle Paul who 

said, “In Him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28).  Without Him we are nothing. 

What so great about God?  We have considered who God is, what He has done, and still 

keeps doing for us.  That alone is enough to overwhelm us with His greatness.  But as we learn to 

know Him from that holy Word He gave us, we quickly realize that the greatest, most amazing 

thing of all about God is the love He has showered upon us in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  

Of all the wondrous things that we might seek to know about our great and gracious God, we do 
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not really know Him until we have come face to face with the simple truth that above all, God 

loves us in Jesus Christ. 

I know that many people will categorically reject any statement about the love of God.  

They will point to all the evil, pain, and death in the world, and say, “If God is really love, as you 

Christians claim Him to be, how can He allow these terrible things to happen?”  Well, very 

honestly, we don’t fully understand just why God does what He does or allows what He allows, 

and we might as well admit it.  God sees the whole picture.  We see so very little.  But, this much 

we DO know:  God has demonstrated His love for us in a way that simply overrides any question 

to the contrary.  He Himself died for us, to deliver us from the worst, most destructive problem 

of all—our sin.  That is the message and meaning of all that Jesus Christ is and does. 

To appreciate what God has done, try to picture it like this: out there in the eternity of His 

existence, God decided what He would do about man’s sin and disobedience which threatened 

to stand forever as a wall between the gracious Creator and the most special of His creatures.  It 

was finally decided that God’s own Son would be sent on a rescue mission—THE rescue mission, 

in fact.  And so, “when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born 

under the law, in order to redeem those under the law, that we might receive the adoption as 

sons” (Gal. 4:4-5). 

Just think of all the divine love—power that was in action in Jesus Christ!  God Himself 

was entering His own creation to become a creature, to take on human flesh!  In His mission on 

our planet, Jesus had two primary objectives: first, He was to live a truly human life as the 

ransom/representative of all people who would ever live.  And even though Jesus, as a true man, 

would face virtually every temptation and bear every burden, He would remain totally sinless 

before the grinding demands of the law of God. 

Second, as God’s own sinless Son, Jesus was to sacrifice His own innocent life in death, 

suffering the wages of sin as if He Himself were guilty of every single sin imaginable.  Yes, “the 

Lord had laid on Him the inequity of us all” (Is. 53:6).  The New Testament, especially in the four 

gospels, tells how our Lord fully and completely carried out His assignment from His lowly birth 

in a stable to His agonizing death on a cross and burial in a tomb.  Then, as a stamp of approval 

and acceptance on all that Jesus had accomplished, God raised Jesus from the dead in the glorious 

victory of Easter.  The redemption of the whole world—people of all time—was accomplished.  

Forty days later, God the Son ascended and returned to His Father’s right hand and the divine 

glory that had been His from eternity.  There at God’s right hand, Christ rules everything in heaven 
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and earth in the interest of His church, from whence He shall come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

But there is one more step in the amazing grace of our God.  All those for whom Christ 

had lived and died have to hear about what He had accomplished, so that believing in him with 

trusting hearts, they might receive the gift of forgiveness of sins and a new and eternal life with 

the Father.  So, just before His grand return to heaven, Jesus gathered His disciples around him 

and gave that tremendous assignment—the Great Commission—to “go and make disciples of all 

nations” and the authority to baptize and to teach in the name of the Triune God himself, so that 

people called to faith would be sealed in their salvation and grow in faith and Christian life.  

Making disciples is still the number one challenge confronting Christ’s church, a challenge that 

demands and deserves an all-consuming effort from every one of us. 

What so great about God?  To this very day, He is continuing His promise given first to 

those disciples:  “I will be with you always, to the very end of the age.”  By the powerful working 

of God the Holy Spirit, which God the Father and God the Son have bestowed on His people, the 

Lord continues to have His word of life and salvation proclaimed. He continues to touch hearts 

and bring men, women, and children to faith. He continues to make them God’s very own by 

adoption.  And finally, He continues to work in them a life of service and love to the glory of God 

the Father.  Pray that God has worked all of this in us and that He will keep on rescuing people 

from their sins until this world ends.  What’s so great about God?  You have only begun to know. 

                                                                                                                                                                Amen. 

 


