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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

March 21, 2021 

 

MYSTERIOUS MELCHIZEDEK 

 

God’s word, the Bible gives us the answer to many of life’s questions or problems.  After 

all, the holy scriptures are about Jesus Christ, from beginning to end.  The bible tells us 

who made us and everything else: “In the beginning was the word, and the word was 

with God and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.  All things were 

made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made” (John 1).  The 

bible also tells us where we’re going. Jesus says, “I am the way and the truth and the 

life.  No one comes to the father but by me.”  So, we Christians are going ultimately back 

to the eternal kingdom of our heavenly father, and the only way is through His son Jesus 

Christ, our only Savior. Jesus is the key and who the bible is all about.  

But, admittedly, the Bible also raises a number of questions for which we don’t yet have 

the answers. “We call these “open questions.” For instance, just when were the angels 

created? Sometime during the first six creative days, but when? We don’t know – it’s an 

open question.  Or what made Satan turn evil and rebel against God if he, too, was 

originally created good? One question that has always puzzled Christians is the question, 

“if none of us can do anything to deserve salvation, and if God would have all people 

saved, then why are some people saved and others lost?”  That question is called the 

“crux theologorum.”  It’s the question that has puzzled theologians for a long time. 

When you try to answer that question, you get into trouble with false doctrines – like 

John Calvin, with his double predestination.  We Lutherans don’t even try to answer this 

question because scripture doesn’t give an answer.  

Our epistle lesson for today reminds us of one of the mysteries of the Old Testament.  In 

our epistle, Hebrews 5:6, Christ is said to be “a priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedek.” Now just who is this Melchizedek?  – probably one of the most 

mysterious characters in the Bible. Yet Hebrews talks extensively about him, comparing 

him to Christ.   

We get our first glimpse of this Melchizedek back in Genesis 14. Here, Abraham and his 

318 men were just returning from winning a battle and rescuing Lot, his relative, as well 

as people and provisions that had been taken captive from the city of Sodom.  So, just as 

Abraham returned from his heroic victory, who comes out to greet him but the 

appreciative king of Sodom, and with him, this mysterious Melchizedek. King of Salem 
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and priest of the Most High God. Melchizedek seems to come out of nowhere, and 

bears with him a gift of bread and wine which he and then shares with the victorious 

Abraham and his men, as well as a blessing from almighty God.  

What we read about Melchizedek in Hebrews, chapter 7, enshrouds him in even greater 

mystery.  There it says: “He is without father, without mother, without line of ancestors.  

His life has no beginning or end.  Like God’s Son, he continues a priest forever. 

Theologians have been puzzled over Melchizedek since Biblical Times.  Some heretics in 

the early church actually believed he was none other than the Holy Spirit.  Others 

thought he was an angel sent from god to visit Abraham. It is true that angels had 

indeed visited Abraham along with the Lord at Mamre. The Jews widely believed the 

tradition that this Melchizedek was actually ancient Shem, whom you may remember 

was one of the sons of Noah. Incidentally, this is who Luther thought Melchizedek was—

not entirely an impossibility since Shem is supposed to have even outlived Abraham.  

Others think that Melchizedek was a Canaanite king whom god specially raised up to be 

a priest of the Gentiles.  Then, too, there are some who think that this was actually 

Christ himself making a special appearance to Abraham in the Old Testament.  It’s 

interesting that Jesus does say in John 8:5-6, that Abraham saw his day and rejoiced.  

But we don’t know that Jesus was referring to Melchizedek’s appearance here, or when 

he visited with Abraham under the trees at Mamre.  

So again, this is one of those mysteries about which scripture doesn’t tell as everything 

that we’d like to know.  However, this much is certain: if Melchizedek is nothing else, he 

is certainly an Old Testament foreshadowing, or what we call the type of Christ (a living 

prophecy).  He appears here in the Old Testament, Genesis 14, to direct Abraham’s 

vision centuries ahead to the promised Messiah, the Savior.  As we said at the outset, 

the whole Bible—Old and New Testaments – is all about Christ. 

But in what way is Christ like this old testament man, Melchizedek?  What comparisons 

can we draw between these two persons?  For one thing, they were both priests, in fact, 

priests of the Most High God.  From our Christian perspective, a priest is a man chosen 

by god from among men, appointed to act on behalf of people in relation to god—a go-

between, if you will.  A priest shouldn’t take this honor upon himself, but he is called by 

God, just as Aaron was.  From all that we can tell, Melchizedek did not decide to go into 

the ministry on his own.  His parents didn’t send him packing, along with his brothers 

and friends, off to some university or to the seminary.  According to Hebrews 7, he was 

without mother or father or even lineage.  He didn’t come from a long line of preachers.  
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This was centuries before God established the Levitical priesthood.  But God adopted 

Melchizedek and raised him out of his spiritual orphanhood and called him into the 

priesthood.  In a similar way, Christ descended not from the Levitical priesthood, in fact, 

not even from the tribe of Levi, but the tribe of Judah.  Like Melchizedek, Christ’s 

priesthood – for we do call Christ our profit, priest, and king—like in Melchizedek’s case, 

Christ’s priesthood was of divine origin—not inherited.  It says in our epistle lesson: 

“Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who 

said to him, ‘you are my Son, today I have begotten You.” 

Incidentally, students at our seminaries know that you don’t just go out on your own 

and hire yourself out as a pastor somewhere.  You study and prepare for the holy 

ministry and then you wait for God the Holy Spirit to move a congregation to call you as 

their pastor.  As we confess in the Augsburg confession: “it is taught among us that 

nobody should publicly teach or preach or a administer the sacraments in the church 

without a regular call.” 

But now, what other comparisons can we make between Christ’s priesthood and that of 

Melchizedek?  Let’s look at some of the duties devolving upon a priest.  A divinely 

ordained priest—or pastor, for that matter—must first of all preach the pure word of 

God to his people, whether they want to hear it or not.  That’s what Melchizedek did.  

When he came upon Abraham and his men returning victoriously from baffle, he 

probably knew that the last thing these proud victors would want to hear was a 

message on stewardship.  After all, they had just dealt a crushing defeat to not just one, 

but FOUR warring Kings and their armies in battle.  Along with safely rescuing Lot and 

freeing other men, women, and children, they had also re-confiscated all the plunder 

and property that these four kings and their armies had stolen from the city of Sodom.  

They king of Sodom himself had personally come out to congratulate Abraham and his 

men for their fine victory.  And he even welcomed them to take all the plunder for 

themselves.  He only wanted his people returned.  Yes, no doubt Abraham and his men 

were “on cloud nine” over their big win.  But then Melchizedek brings them back down 

to earth by reminding them of who really deserves the Glory and the credit.  He says: 

“Blessed be Abraham by God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth.  And blessed be 

God Most High who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” 

There are many times when we need to be reminded in the same way.  We sometimes 

may be tempted to gloat over our wealth, strength, intelligence, and accomplishments, 

and we may tend to fool ourselves into thinking that we’ve done it all on our own.  And 

we say to ourselves: “Aren’t we something!” But that’s when Jesus, our profit and great 
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high priest in the New Testament, reminds us that “Every good and perfect gift is from 

above,” and that “it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do.”  “Without me,” 

God says, “you can do nothing.” 

A priest is obedient to the will of God.  He will want to strive for righteousness in all his 

dealings.  Incidentally, that’s what “Melchizedek” means—“King of Righteousness.” 

Many people might think that Melchizedek acquired this name on his own merit.  But 

that can’t really be so—unless this really is a Christ himself in the Old Testament.  The 

bible tells us that no man (outside of Christ) is really righteous on his own.  Romans 3 

reminds us: 

 

“There is none righteous, no not one. 

There is none that understandeth 

There is none that seeketh after god, no not one. 

They are all gone out of the way, 

They are together unprofitable. 

There is none that doeth good.  No, not one.” 
 

Not even the scribes and pharisees were righteous enough, and we know how 

hypocritical they were.  Yet, they were probably some of the strictest observers of the 

law.  Jesus warns us very pointedly that unless are righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and pharisees, we shall in no case enter the kingdom of heaven. 

So, you see, what a desperate, sin-sick, externally doomed situation we human beings 

were all in.  Wherein would we ever obtain this needed righteousness?  The Prophet 

Jeremiah it gives us the answer: 

“Behold the days are coming saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous 

Branch, and a king shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the 

earth.  In his days, Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell securely; and this is the 

name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

Now isn’t that amazing—both Melchizedek and the Prophet Jeremiah use the same 

terms to prophecy of the promised messiah—even though they lived over 1500 years 

apart!  They both spoke of the same Jesus Christ, the same messiah.  He is the king of 

righteousness of whom Jeremiah spoke and after whom Melchizedek is named. 

That brings us to yet another duty of priests, specifically of high priests.  Again in our 

epistle it says, “every high priest…  Is appointed to act on behalf of men… to offer gifts 
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and sacrifices for sins.” Christ is not only the great high priest, as Hebrews calls him.  He 

is also the sacrifice to end all sacrifices, the lamb without blemish, the lamb of God that 

taketh away the sin of the world.  As it says in Hebrews, chapter 7: 

“Such a high priest became us who is wholly, harmless, undefiled, separate from sitters, 

and made higher than the heavens; who needed not daily – as those high priests—to 

offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins and then for the peoples’; for this he did once 

when he offered up himself.” 

Not only did Christ sacrificed himself for our sins on the altar of the cross—once and for 

all—"It is finished!”—he is also our go-between.  Even now, this very minute, he is 

pleading on our behalf at the right hand of his heavenly father.  We read this in First 

John: “If any man sin, we have an advocate with the father, Jesus Christ, the righteous; 

and he is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but for the sins of the 

whole world.” 

There are still a couple of other comparisons we could make between Christ and 

Melchizedek. Melchizedek was the king of Salem, which later ends up being the same 

locality as the city of Jerusalem—just a shorter name.  Salem means “peace” in Hebrew.  

And so we are again reminded of our Lord Jesus Christ, our prince of peace.  And what 

does Melchizedek bring to Abraham and his men to celebrate their victory but a supper 

of bread and wine.  And what a beautiful foreshadowing this is of the Lord’s Supper, 

which we celebrate in the New Testament, and the wedding feast of the lamb in his 

kingdom which has no end.  “This is the feast of victory for our God!  The lamb who was 

slain has begun his reign.” 

Now we’ve been comparing Christ and Melchizedek, and I think you’ll have to agree that 

the parallels are undeniable. Melchizedek’s person, words, and actions are loaded with 

foreshadowing and prophecy, and Jesus Christ is its fulfillment.  Jesus is indeed our high 

priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.  But now, how do we respond to him?  

How do we respond to Jesus Christ? 

How did Abraham respond to Melchizedek?  He readily recognized him as a priest of the 

Most High God, and we’re told in Genesis 14 that Abraham gave him tithes of all he had.  

Now, of course, Abraham, in his day, didn’t have the benefit of looking back to Christ’s 

cross, like we today can so clearly see.  He could only look dimly into the future toward 

the promised Messiah.  Eventually, when he was told to sacrifice his son Isaac on Mount 

Moriah, Abraham would grow to trust God’s promise implicitly, knowing that the Lord 

himself would provide both a sacrifice and a resurrection.  But look at his fate even 



6 
 

 

here.  If Abraham was willing to give a tithe (ten percent) of all he had to this priest of 

Salem who bore a mere semblance to the promised Christ, then how much more we 

ought to be willing to give to Christ himself.  With Christ’s victory for us over sin, death, 

and the devil, not to mention all that he provides us and protects us from daily, “what 

shall I render to the Lord, for all his benefits to me?” 

Years ago, a missionary was preaching a Christmas eve service to some American 

Indians up in the north country.  Suddenly, the chief of the tribe arose and came down 

the aisle and laid his tomahawk at the feet of the missionary, with the words, “Indian 

chief give tomahawk to Baby Jesus.” The missionary continued preaching, emphasizing 

that god so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whoever believed in 

him would have everlasting life.  The chief came forward again and took his beautiful 

blanket off his shoulders with the words, “Indian chief give blanket two Baby Jesus.” The 

missionary continued preaching, pointing to the tremendous sacrifice Christ made at the 

cross, not for his own sins, but for the sins of the whole world.  With that, the chief 

quickly arose and walked out.  But shortly he returned, leading his most prized 

possession, his beautiful pinto pony.  And with deep emotion, he said, “Indian chief give 

pony to Baby Jesus.” 

Still, the missionary continued preaching, pointing out that Christ Jesus came into the 

world for every single individual, and that no matter what his past sins were, in Christ, 

they were completely and totally forgiven.  With that, the Indian chief once more came 

trudging down the aisle.  And with tears in his eyes, he knelt before the manger and the 

cross that was displayed in the missionary’s humble tent, and said, sobbing the words, 

“Indian chief give himself to Baby Jesus.” You see, God isn’t really satisfied with anything 

that we bring him, until the holy spirit moves us to give ourselves to Christ in faith. 

                                                                                                                                                 Amen                      


