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WE MUST ALL BE JUDGED; BUT, IN CHRIST, WE’RE COVERED 
 

(2 Corinthians 5: 1-10) 

 

There was an eighth grade teacher who had been challenging his eighth grade class to 

aim high and achieve something worthwhile in their lives.  At the conclusion of his class session, 

he asked the students the question, “What would you like people to say about you 100 years 

from now?”  For a while he got any number of different answers, many of them pretty good.  

But one of the cutest responses came from one of the eighth grade girls who said, “Teacher, 

100 years from now, I’d like people when they see me to say, ‘My goodness, doesn’t she look 

good for her age!’”  Of Course, given the fact that in 100 years this eighth-grade girl would be 

about 113 years old, it probably won’t turn out quite that way.  No, the day is surely coming 

when that young girl, along with the rest of us, will have to appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ.  People can try all they want to postpone the inevitable.  They can take collagen 

treatments and see a plastic surgeon.  You can exercise and sweat to that tunes of golden oldies 

and work out to the program of Winsor Pilates, but the arrival of old age cannot be postponed 

indefinitely; indeed, the Final Day of Judgment cannot be postponed at all.  On that day, as 

God’s Word says in our text, “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.”  Will you 

be ready to appear before the Lord our Judge? 

A young man was excitedly sharing with his Christian college professor about the bright 

future that he was convinced lay ahead of him.  He had just received the wonderful news that 

he had been accepted into a prestigious law school.  Because of that one single event, the 

young man was convinced that the rest of his dreams would all become a reality.  When he 

finally paused to take a breath, the professor, who had the Christian maturity to see the bigger 

picture, asked the young man, “And when you get through your law courses and pass the bar 

exam, what will you do then?” “Then I’m going to get my doctorate.”  “And after you get your 

doctorate, what then?”  “Well, then I hope to take on a number of high profile cases and get a 

distinguished reputation as a lawyer.”  “And, once you have gained this proud and distinguished 
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reputation, what then?”  “Well, by then, I suppose I will be wealthy and shall live to a ripe old 

age.”  “And after this healthy, wealthy old age, what then?”  “Oh, I don’t know, I guess I’ll 

eventually die.”  “And after you die, what then?”  But to this the young man had no answer.  His 

planning for the future and finally stopped, and then there was nothing more to his thinking.  

But, of course, the Lord says he would have at least one more thing to do.  He would appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ. 

Does that sound even remotely like your life or the life of someone you know?  Are you 

tempted to want to be numbered among the people who want prestige and power, the 

pseudo-security and false confidence that the world promises but is unable to provide?  Have 

you been tempted to risk almost everything in this world, and willing to do almost anything to 

advance yourself in this world, while at the same time ignoring the Day of Judgment?  Sooner 

or later, my friend, we all have to die, or at least face judgment.  Whether we’re living or dead 

on the Last Day, we all have to appear before the judgment seat of Christ.  And, let me tell you, 

when that final moment comes, no one but no one will be able to fake it.  You won’t be able to 

pull the wool over the Lord’s eyes.  Either you will be found to have saving faith in Christ, or you 

will not.  Either you’ll be found robed in Christ’s righteousness, or you will not.  There will be no 

getting out of this one.  We all will have to face the judgment. 

Now, there are a number of ways people will respond to the prospect of appearing 

before our Lord and Judge.  Some people prefer to gamble their eternal destiny on the fool’s 

thought that there is no God.  Yet all you have to do is go out on a clear, dark night and look at 

the stars, with all their precise arrangement and reliable movement.  We Christians believe that 

God Himself created those stars and put them out there, and that throughout the ages He has 

continued to keep them precisely running.  Without God in your life, you have to cling to the 

unlikely thought that somehow, some way, matter created itself, that through a series of 

coincidences and catastrophes—hit and miss—matter, somehow, over millions or trillions of 

years, set and kept itself in reliable motion.  Without God, a person must hold to the theory 

that we are all products of millions of series of accidents and evolvements.  Sir Fred Hoyle once 

said that the chance that higher life forms might have emerged this way—through evolutionary 

processes—is like the chance that a tornado sweeping through a junkyard might assemble from 

all the loose materials a Boeing 747.  No, if a person takes an honest look at the chances of 

these complex creatures just evolving into being, he or she will have to acknowledge that a 

hand more powerful than ours was directed by a mind more brilliant than ours to form all these 
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marvelous wonders.  There is indeed a God —not merely some intelligent design or force—but 

a personal, spiritual, triune God who loves you.  People are free to deny Him if they want, but 

that will not make Him any less real or true.  People can reject Him, but that will not make the 

judgment at which we must all appear any less certain.  We must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ. 

Some people are deistic in their thinking.  That is, they may believe that there is a God 

who created life, the universe, and everything, but that having completed His work, He has 

since turned away from His creation, that He no longer cares or wishes to be involved—almost 

like building a beautiful car and leaving it at a busy intersection with the keys in the ignition.  

Would parents who longed for and prayed for a child walk away from their newborn baby?  No, 

unless they are negligent or crazy.  Neither would God move away from His creation, leaving it 

unpreserved and unprotected.  

Are we all ready, if Christ were to come to day or two night?  Not if you have any doubts 

about Him coming as a judge.  Some people think Christ is too kind to judge anyone.  But that’s 

not what the Scriptures all say.  He’s a God of love but also a God of justice.  He’s coming to 

separate the wheat from the tares, the sheep from the goats.  John the Baptist talked about 

how the Messiah will clear His threshing floor, so to speak, gathering the wheat into His barn 

but burning the chaff in unquenchable fire.  So, let me tell you, God says in His unshakable 

Word that judgment is going to happen.  That’s why we confess it every Sunday in the creed.  

Then there are some people who wrongly think, “If on the outside chance Jesus does come 

again to judge, I’ll be OK, because I lead a pretty good life, certainly a whole lot better than 

most people.  Let me tell you, dear friend, if that’s the way you think, where did you get that 

idea from, because it’s not in the Bible.  The Holy Scriptures are consistent in affirming that the 

Lord Jesus is coming again and that all of us will have to appear before Him as Judge.  The 

scriptures are also adamant that there is no one who is righteous—not one.  By the works of 

the law shall no one be justified.  If anyone thinks they are good enough, they are wrong.  The 

prophets, apostles, and evangelists all point to a God who keeps His word.  If He promises to 

free people, He does it.  If He says he’s going to send His Son to save the world, He keeps that 

promise, too.  If He says he’s going to return on Judgment Day to take all believers to heaven 

and to send those who reject Him to hell, you can be sure it will finally come about. 
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There’s a story of how the devil called all his evil cronies together to decide which 

method worked best in stealing souls from the Savior.  One of them said, “I will go to the earth 

and tell everyone that the Bible is a myth.”  Satan smiled and they all approved, but they still 

thought they could do better.  Another wicked demon said, “I will tell people that there is no 

God, no Savior, no hell, and no heaven.”  Again, Satan smiled and all the others nodded in 

approval, but they all still thought they could do better.  Finally, Satan’s cleverest demon 

devised this strategy.  He said, “I think it’s time that we’re going to have to be really clever.  Let 

people think that there is a God, that there is a heaven, that there is a hell, and that there is 

even a Savior.  But also tell them that there isn’t any hurry.  Remind them that their young and 

that they’ll have plenty of time to ponder such things when their old.  Remind them that 

Judgment Day has been talked about for thousands of years and it still hasn’t arrived—that it 

probably won’t come in our lifetime, if at all.”  And Satan and all of his evil demons had to agree 

that, as effective as all these other tools would be in his arsenal, perhaps the most effective 

would be the lie that there’s no rush to be ready. 

Well, you just remember that the Lord who truly loves us and cares about our eternal 

happiness wants us always to be ready.  That’s what this time of year is all about—to be 

prepared for our Lord’s return. 

So how do we get ready?  Well, let me tell you first that getting ready is not painful and 

costly for you.  Note that I said “for you” because it was painful for your Savior.  God’s sinless 

Son, Jesus Christ, was born in Bethlehem according to the ancient prophecy.  He lived His life 

tempted in every way, just as we are, except He never once succumbed to sin, not even so 

much as a single evil thought—for every last day of His life. He perfectly resisted all of the many 

temptations that often trip us up.  And yes, it was painful for our Savior. He was hated and 

harassed. He was mocked by those who didn’t understand Him. He was called names by those 

who wanted to demean Him. He was misunderstood by the common people, deserted and 

denied by His friends, and betrayed by a close associate. 

The pain continued as He Himself was brought before judges—not fair judges, but 

scoundrels. He was tried by men who had bought off witnesses to lie about Him. He was 

beaten, threatened, and passed around from court to court.  All that the king of His home 

country cared about was that Jesus perform some miraculous tricks for him a while He was on 

trial for His life.  The Roman governor, even though convinced that Jesus was totally innocent, 
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weakly washed his hands of any responsibility and handed Jesus over to be crucified.  Add to 

these traitorous trials the sins that you and I daily commit, and we can’t even begin to 

understand His pain.  Every single sin, every indiscretion, every evil thought, every bit of hatred, 

jealousy, envy, lust, greed, blasphemy that you and I or anyone else in the whole world has ever 

done, Jesus took to Himself. 

Yes, saving you and me was painful and costly, too.  Dying to save you meant that Jesus 

suffered the indignity of being stripped naked and nailed to a cross.  Nails were hammered 

through His hands or wrists, and through His feet, and then He was hoisted up to die.  It wasn’t 

a quick death, but a slow, agonizing one.  Eventually, after six hours of indescribable pain, 

deserted by almost everyone, and forsaken even by His own heavenly father to the very 

tortures of hell, Jesus was finally able to say, “It is finished,” and offer up His spirit in death.  All 

this, and so very much more, He did for you.  Don’t let it ever be said that God doesn’t care for 

His creation. He sent His Son to save that creation.  Don’t ever think that God doesn’t care 

about justice.  To fulfill His justice, His own sinless Son had to suffer hell on the cross and die.  

And to assure us of the Son’s victory, Jesus Himself had to rise from the dead.  Don’t ever let 

anyone convince you that God doesn’t exist.  He’s real enough to be born, to suffer, to die, and 

to rise again so that you and I might be really and fully forgiven—that we be adopted into God’s 

family and live 40 turn itty in heaven. 

If you believe in our Lord Jesus as your Savior and if you’re washed in the name of the 

Holy Trinity, then you are ready, my friend, to face death and judgment.  But, you’re ready only 

because Christ faced it first for you!  All He asks is that you simply believe, and He even gives 

you His own Holy Spirit to create and sustain that faith in you through His powerful Word and 

Sacrament.  

Now, if any of you don’t believe, but you’re just going through the motions to appease 

someone—you need to know this: You can run for a while, but you can never hide.  Moreover, 

the day will finally come when you can’t run any longer.  And the Savior who sacrificed Himself 

for you will finally come to know, “Do you believe in Him or not?”  If the answer is yes, it will be 

life eternal for you.  If the answer is, “Well, I was getting around to it,” or “I don’t really know,” 

or “I thought it was all a big joke”—then you will indeed be lost—condemned forever. 

Of course, God doesn’t want that for anyone. He wants you to be ready and prepared. 

He wants you to be strong in the faith.  At this very moment, He is either calling you to saving 
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faith in His Son or strengthening the faith you already have.  So don’t wait, and let the Holy 

Spirit blow away all your doubts.  The only one that waiting helps is Satan.  The only one that 

doubt helps is the devil.  If you believe in Christ as your Savior, you are already covered in His 

robe of righteousness.  If you are washed in His baptism, and believe in Him, you are already an 

heir of heaven. 

To all of you who, because God brought you to believe, have prayed and helped and 

given— God continues to bless you.  Don’t let this world tear you down.  Rather, by the Holy 

Spirit’s power, keep looking in faith to the cross and the empty grave.  Keep trusting that Christ 

cares for you and your loved ones.  Be ready for that wonderful day when our Lord Jesus will 

return to judge the living and the dead.  Be ready to face the music, that is, the wonderful 

music of eternal life in heaven.  God grant that we are all ready. 

                                                                                                                          Amen. 

 


