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PILATE’S WIFE 
 

Matthew 27:19 “While he (Pilate) was sitting on the judgement seat, his wife sent 

to him saying, “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent Man, for I have 

suffered many things today in a dream because of Him.” 

 

 She was surprised to see Jesus of Nazareth on trial in her husband’s 

courtroom.  Yet, as she looked on, she grew proud of her husband, Pontius Pilate.  

He was the only one willing to defend this innocent prophet; no one else would 

even offer a word in his defense.  The case was drawing to a close, and Pilate was 

ready to declare this Jesus “Not Guilty.” 

 

 “TAKE HIM AWAY!” the crowd shouted their insistence, “CRUCIFY HIM!” 

But Pilate stood firm.  He waited for the shouting and screaming to subside.  Then 

he waved his hand to the mob.  “Hear me!” Pilate said, “As governor of Judea and 

representative of his imperial majesty Tiberius Caesar, and as judge of the 

provincial court of Jerusalem, I hereby declare Jesus of Nazareth ‘Not Guilty’ of all 

the charges against him.  I am releasing this man.  This court stands adjourned.”  

With that, Pilate rose from his chair and ordered the soldiers to untie Jesus and 

give him safe conduct back to Galilee. 

 

The crowd watched dumbfounded as the last of the troops led the 

Nazarene away.  Then one young scribe with venom in his eyes, pointed to Pilate 

and yelled, “Then let’s crucify HIM!” A bloodcurdling yell arose from the people as 

they all formed a lynch mob.  Storming the judgement seat, they tore at Pilate’s 

body before the guards could assist him.  They pounded his head and slashed his 

flesh.  Even before his body could be hoisted onto a makeshift cross, Pontius 

Pilate was dead. 

 



 Are you surprised and confused at what you just heard?  Are you thinking 

to yourself, “Wait a minute --- I don’t remember the account of Jesus’ trial turning 

out THAT way before!’  The foregoing story I just read may have been something 

like the upsetting dream Pilate’s wife might have had early in the morning on the 

day Jesus was crucified.  Of course, we really don’t know just what Pilate’s wife 

saw in her dream.  But we do know that it startled her so much that she actually 

sent a message to her husband who was already in court.  What she said on her 

message forms the basis for our second Lenten sermon preached by one of Jesus’ 

enemies.  Listen to her again: “Don't have anything to do with that innocent 

man.” Did you hear the FEAR she expressed? And finally, did you hear the 

TRAGEDY she suggested? 

 

 It is entirely possible the Pilate’s wife knew little or nothing about Jesus of 

Nazareth until her nightmare.  It’s possible that, as the wife of the Roman 

governor in Judea, she may have kept herself isolated as much as possible from 

what the native people in Jerusalem and Judea were doing.  It's possible that all 

the news about Jesus of Nazareth that was spreading like wildfire across Judea 

and Galilee never even reached the Palace where Pilate and his wife lived.  I say 

possible --- but not likely. 

 

 It's more likely that Pilate’s wife, like many others, had heard about Jesus.  

In fact, there is a tradition which says that she had a Jewish maid, who drew her 

bathwater and performed other personal duties, and that this servant woman 

told Pilate’s wife about this popular prophet from Galilee.  The fortress of 

Antonio, where she and her husband lived for at least a portion of the year, was 

built alongside the North wall of the Jerusalem temple complex.  And we know 

that Jesus taught in the courtyards of that temple when He was in Jerusalem.  

Anyway, where and how Pilate’s wife got to know about Jesus isn't important.  

Her note to her husband tells us WHAT she knew about Him.  Did you hear the 

TRUTH she confessed?  “Don't have anything to do with that INNOCENT Man,” 

she said. 

 

 “INNOCENT Man.” --- Of course, Pilate didn't need a memo from his wife to 

tell him that this Jesus was innocent.  He already knew that.  This Carpenter from 

Nazareth wasn't in his courtroom because overwhelming evidence pictured him 



as a criminal.  We’re told in Matthew 27:18, “He knew it was out of envy that they 

had handed Jesus over to him.”  Pilate knew that this was a political power play.  

As the trial progressed, Pilate could find nothing of which Jesus was even 

remotely guilty, and he said so.  Luke’s Gospel tells us that Pilate “called together 

the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, and said to them: “You brought me 

this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion.  I have examined him in 

your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him.  Neither has 

Herod, for he sent him back to us.  As you can see, he has done nothing to 

deserve death.” (Luke 23:13-15)  So you see, Pilate confessed the same truth as 

did his wife --- that this Jesus of Nazareth was innocent. 

 

 In fact, the truth is that Jesus was far more innocent than Pilate or his wife 

could have ever imagined.  “Can Any of you prove me guilty of sin?” Jesus had 

asked his harshest enemies.  And even though they would have LOVED to 

demonstrate that He was guilty, they could only answer with silence.  The writer 

of the Epistle to the Hebrews wrote: “We have One who has been tempted in 

every way, just as we are --- yet was without sin.” So, yes, Pilate’s wife spoke the 

truth.  there was no sin for which this Man Jesus deserved to die.  If He was going 

to die, it must have been for someone else’s transgression --- not His own.  “God 

made Him who had no sin, to be sin for us, so that, in Him, we might become the 

righteousness of God,” (2Cor. 5:21) 

 

 What led Pilate’s wife to send such a message to her husband?  Did you 

hear the FEAR she expressed?  “Don’t Have anything to do with that innocent 

man,” she urged, “for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of 

him.” What had she suffered?  What was she afraid of? 

 

 Was she afraid of the Jews?  Possibly.  You can read between the lines of 

the account of Christ's trial, and you can tell that the relationship between her 

husband and the people he was attempting to govern was an uneasy one.  The 

Jews generally resented the Romans ruling over them and they often compared 

the Romans to dogs.  In fact, the Jews had earned the reputation of being the 

most ungovernable people in the Roman Empire, and experience had proven that 

this wasn't just talk.  During the years of Pilate’s governorship, Pilate had already 

made at least two bad decisions that had not set well with the Sanhedrin or the 



high priest.  Was Pilate’s wife afraid that the Jews would threaten her husband or 

blackmail him?  “This is what we want you to do for us, Governor.  We feel you 

owe us a favor.  If you don't oblige us, we'll go over your head and complain to 

your superior back in Rome.”  Is that why she was afraid?  Is that why she 

expressed fear? 

 

 Or, was it something greater that frightened Pilate’s wife?  Is it just possible 

that she was afraid of God?  Again, that all depends on how much she knew about 

Jesus.  Had she herself heard about His miracles?  Had she listened to any of His 

sermons or parables?  Had she ever been able to see Him for herself --- perhaps 

Incognito?  Had she herself somehow become convinced --- in spite of her 

skeptical Roman upbringing --- that this Man was somehow more than a man?  

Had she, too, come to believe that this Man Jesus was also God?  Did it perhaps 

frighten her to know that this Man was now standing trial before HER husband, 

and that HER husband, of all the judges in history, would forever be branded as 

the judge who sentenced God to be executed?  Admittedly, some skeptics might 

think that's a real stretch.  But, if she knew that much --- and how can we be sure 

she did not? --- no wonder then, that there was fear in her words!  No wonder she 

dared to interrupt Pilate well he was judging on the bench and warn him: “Don’t 

have anything to do with that innocent man.” 

 

 There are people in our world today who have genuine fears or aversions 

about Jesus Christ --- fears about following Him, even fears about just talking 

about Him.  That’s been the case ever since the 1st fall into sin, when Adam and 

Eve first ran and hid from Him in the shrubbery of Eden. There are people to this 

very day --- and maybe you know people like this --- people who are afraid to get 

too close.  They’re Afraid of what being a Christian might cost them.  They’re 

afraid that being a Christian might spoil their fun or wreck their friendships or 

even divide their family or hurt their business.  George Gallup, the religious 

pollster said a number of years ago, and I quote: “Too many Americans belong to 

a category of nominal Christians who say they believe, but without strong 

convictions; who want the rewards of faith without the obligation; who say they 

are Christians but tend to keep the news to themselves.  Many are ‘spiritual 

illiterates’ who can express their beliefs only in the most vague fashion.” 

 



 Of course, don't ever forget --- saving faith is still saving faith, no matter 

how we can in expressible it may be.  Don't ever belittle someone’s faith in Christ 

just because they have a hard time verbalizing and sharing it with others.  But do 

you perhaps know someone who seems somewhat afraid of being a Christian?  

Afraid of the commitment involved?  Jesus wants to put those fears to rest.  He 

says: “Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 

and you will find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  

 

 What might you be afraid of?  If you have a friend that seems a little afraid 

of identifying with Christ in this world of skeptics, and if you have spent some 

time with that person and earned their trust, if the opportunity presents itself, 

you might just ask this friend if he’s ever considered that his fear might be 

misplaced in the wrong direction.  You know, Jesus had something to say about 

fear: “Don’t be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather, 

be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 

10:28). 

 

 Pilate’s wife was undoubtedly trying to avoid some great, if only imagined, 

tragedy when she said, “ Don’t have anything to do with that innocent Man.” And 

yet, her words suggest something far worse than she may have ever intended. Did 

you hear the TRAGEDY she suggested?  “Don’t have ANYTHING to do with Him.” 

 

 Ironically, there is some possibility she herself did not follow her own 

advice.  There’s an ancient tradition which says that Pilate’s wife, whose name 

was either Procla or Claudia Procula, eventually became a believer in the Man her 

husband sentenced to die.  So, there is at least some thought that the Man who 

may have startled her in a dream was the same Man she later called her Savior.   

In fact, for what it's worth, there are even some Christian Church bodies who 

designate October 27th of every year as Saint Procula’s Day on their liturgical 

calendars.  

 

 That’s Interesting, isn't it.  Perhaps even more intriguing, but far less 

certain, there is also a little-known tradition that Pontius Pilate himself later 

became a Christian.  The Bible offers no such indication at all.  It only says that 



Pilate, against his better judgment, declared Jesus guilty and then washed his 

hands of any responsibility in the execution.  But the early church father Tertullian 

said that Pilate “was a Christian in his conscience,” and that the apocryphal gospel 

of Nicodemus described Pilate as being “uncircumcised in the flesh, but 

circumcised in the heart.” Now, of course, you have to be careful not to put too 

much stock in traditions that have no basis in the Bible.  Maybe it's too far-

fetched to suggest that we'll see Pontius Pilate in heaven.  But, if he WAS 

converted before he died, would his conversion be any more of a miracle of the 

Holy Spirit than your conversion or mine? 

 

 The most important question you and I have to answer is NOT whether 

Pontius Pilate and his wife became Christians.  Rather, the most important 

question is the question Pilate himself asked the crowd on that first Good Friday 

morning: “What shall I do, then, with Jesus?” And there are really only two ways 

we can go with that question.  Being born into this world means either an 

eventual reception of Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior by baptism and the 

power of the Holy Spirit, or else a perpetual divorce from Him.  you can continue 

to deny Him, mock Him, call Him a fool, or, as Pilate’s wife suggested, you can 

have nothing to do with Him.  But what a tragedy that would be to your own life 

and that of your children and grandchildren! 

 

 Thank God that, by His grace alone, through the working of His own Holy 

Spirit, you have learned to come to Him in humble faith and confidently declare, 

“My Lord and my God!” 

 
Amen. 


